Renaissance
Report

MARCH 4, 2020

It is time for
Student-led Conferences!

To sign-up, simply click on the following link:
SignUpGenius

*Once on the SignUpGenius site, be sure to find
the appropriate teacher name among the tabs to
sign up for a conference.
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March 4, 2020

Dear RPSA Families,| want to begin by thanking those who completed our
annual school improvement survey. Your input is always welcome and this
survey yielded some very impactful feedback. From that feedback we have
compiled a list of common questions or suggestions and plan to address
those ideas in upcoming newsletters.

The concerns over our lack of an art teacher this year was evident in the
survey comments from families, staff and students. Upon reviewing the
surveys, | instantly realized | needed to share our plans for art moving
forward so everyone understands why we do not have an art teacher this
year and our hopes to bring back art for future school years.

Last summer when our art teacher relocated, we did not have applicants
who we believed were a good fit for our school community. The teacher
shortage across our country and the even greater lack of teachers in the
arts makes hiring a qualified candidate difficult. Instead we chose to add a
different Specials class (Movement Lab) into our rotation to increase
physical activity for our students. Special thanks to Mrs. Bartell for stepping
into that position.

Just last week we resumed our search for an art teacher to begin working
with our students in the fall. Our mission and vision as a school assumes
that the arts are an integral part of a student’'s experience at Renaissance.

Thank you to those who completed the family survey. We will be extending
the opportunity to complete the survey through March 13 and hope that all
those who were not yet able to complete it will be able to offer input. Please
use the following link to complete the family survey:

http://bit.ly/RPSA2020

In Partnership,
Mrs. Bergman


http://bit.ly/RPSA2020

Renaissance

Public School Academy
invites you to swim into our school
for kindergarten Round-up!
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Thursday, March 12t
5:30-7:00 PM

_-K-8, tuition free !
Michigan public
. school academy

. -Multi-age classes :
We are looking for all little guppies who will

be five on or before September 1, 2020

-Focus on
pursuing student
passions and

exploration.

-Enrichment

What to E){pect: elasses include
music, physical
Informational meeting for adult family members education,
movement,

Student activities in kindergarten classrooms
Meet the teachers

Tour the school

Learn what makes Renaissance unique

- STEAM and library &
on a weekly basis

-Free before
school supervision
beginning daily at
7:30 AM

~ -PEAK program
i+ available until

| 6 PM each school
 day

Call (989) 773-9889 to attend with your child.

-
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*Free transportation if needed to and from round up. Simply
schedule while making your appointment.

*Childcare available for siblings during round up. Please
register in advance when you call.



Spring p|ctures let you be youl!

my lifetouch.com

Tuesday, March 10, 2020
Renaissance Public School Academy

my lifetouch.com
ay ID: LM349052Y0

Dackage—

Lifetouch
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ihascl fionm: o peciure diay’ wll be phoiograpihed

CI|ck here to order!
Lifetouch

Order your yearbook today
ybpay. lifetouch.com

Order Deadline: Yearbook ID Code: School Name:
March 20, 2020 l

o 1D dei anuario:

15000820 Renaissance Public School Academy

.Ye a rb 00 k $ 1 2 Yearbook Includes:

Annuarios » Sturdy soft cover with protective coating

* All-color pages thal vibrantly capture your memories
throughout the school year

D:;JFGNG binding that keeps Ihe yearbook intact through waar
and tear

El anuario incluye:

* Cubigria Blanda resisiords con revastinento proteclor

= Todes las plgings o calor, eaptan s maners wibranle s moveros
duranie al s assolar b ™

* N comicla & cabalele furadar, quo i | ANy infeel
conira & desgaste nature! :

Click here to order!

| Don't miss this year's school memories
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Brushes

&

IC B
‘Brunch ~ ;

~Come to @ morning of art, brunch, dnd__;?;.*;
fundraising, where you can learn to paint:
in a easy-to-follow lesson; taught tﬂ‘mt 5l

students Sarah Wilson and Ellie Daum eiy

,S.

the 7th of March; from 10:00 to 1130 AMSS
Addmission is $7 o canves,endall &
profits will go to Water- for South:Sudan

4 s 2.1
.

Donations are accepted. & OREEy
Muffins, juice and coffee wWill"0e provided" §

but feel free to bring your favorate brt
food. 2 ™

To sign up please contct Mrs !
nsnyder@rendaissancpsa.co

*T*e are only 20 avai




Classroom News:
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iisai Kindergarten News

Literacy Math Writing Social Studies
This week is a Sight Word We are wri’ring in our
Review week. Here they are: | | We are continuing some journals and sharing We are finishing up our

for, go, will, be, this, simple addition this : ian i i
is, how, are week. We will use some information like Needs and Wants unit

March is Reading Month! | | different strategies for authors do in books. this week.
Check out the calendar in adding things together.
this newsletter,

*REMINDETS & EVENTS*

Dates to remember:
Student Led Conferences are coming up March 16, 17, 18.
Watch for sign up on Genius soon.
March 26, Kindergarten “Moosical” 8:30 am
Spring Break - March 27-April 3
No school - April 10 and April 13

Voyager Newsletter .

-4

Parents,

Academics: Please ensure your child comes to school with their winter
gear. Voyagers must have boots and snow pants when going

In math, our students continue to work on Fact Families wi| outside for recess.

missing addends. Also, students continue to work with A friendly reminder, students need to eat breakfast at home or
non-standard and standard measurement. eat the school provided breakfast. Please don’t send them with
breakfast from home-thank you!

In reading, our students continue to work on answering As always, if you need to contact us, please use Seesaw and

who, what, when, where, and why. Also, students willbe | e will respond to you during non-instructional time throughout the
learning about text features and the importance in text. day-thanks.

In science, our students will finish projects for
states of matter. Students will begin learning about Dates to remem ber:

needs, wants, scarcity, goods and services. Through- March 5. 2020 March 25, 2020

out this project students will learn about what it takes Field tri Field tri
to create a product and sell it to make profit while mﬁzg;rco:,:; pto Yr?,:ie:;o:,::,g;o
creating Itty Bitty City.
Please be watching for future info on this amazing March 12. 2020
project. Kindergarten Round-up March 27 - April 3, 2020
:30-7: ing Break
In writing, students will be finishing their informational 9:30-7:00 gﬁ]&gyo:raspﬂ“g break and
writing. Also, students will be practicing for their Week of March 14th we will see everyone back on
upcoming SLC, so they may confidently present their bird Student Led Conferences Monday, April 6, 2020,

trifold. Watch for sign-ups




News and
Events

GENIUS HOUR

OUR CURRENT PBL DRIVING QUESTION:

How can studying stories of immigration throughout
history help us build empathy, respect, understanding,

and compassion for others?

PROJECT
PRESENTATIONS ARE
HAPPENING THIS

WEEK.

Probability, measurement conversions within a system, Line plots,
Ratios and rates, Percents- ask your child which one they're working

on.

Humanities - Inmigration Studies - b2.Geo.4.6-8. Explain how cultural patterns and
economic decisions influence environments and the daily lives of people in both nearby and

distant places.

D2.Geo.11.9-12.Evaluate how economic globalization and the expanding use of scarce resources
contribute to conflict and cooperation within and among countries.

D2.Geo.12.9-12. Evaluate the consequences of human-made and natural catastrophes on global

trade, politics, and human migration.

Literature Circles

Narrative Writing - Write a personal narrative about a moment when
your life changed in an important way. These will be turned into a

podcast!

Remember: If your child is not feeling well, it is recommended that they stay
home until they are 24 hour fever/vomit/diarrhea-free to lessen the spread of
illnesses

Mr. Buzard's math classes are
continuing to work on slope
and equations for lines in
slope intercept form. We will
be assessing soon.

Mr. McCausey's classes are
gaing to be assessing
Sampling Processes this
week,

Resource math works on
objectives tailored to each
student.

Middle School Happenings
March 5 - March 11

Study Lab Tuesday and Thursday

Ms. Hunter's ELA classes are
learning about methods of persuasion
and the structure of an academic
debate. This week we are doing a
practice debate centered around
voting rights.

Resource writing will be continuing
our unit on social media. We will be
discussing how words can hurt others
online and what constitutes
Cyberbullying.

Science classes should
be finishing up
Electromagnetic
Spectrum work. They will
be learning about Waves
for the next few weeks
before beginning their
next big project - Rube
Goldberg!

Mr. Buzard's classes are
Just getting started on
writing our Chapter 7
Essays.

Ms. Hunter's class is
uploading ch. & essays to
digital portfolios. We have
begun reading chapter 7
about conseguences of
Westward Expansion and
the Industrial Revolution.

3/5 (Th) 3/6 (Fri) 3/9 (Mon) 3/10 (Tue) 3/11 (Wed)
Major Study Lab Study Lab
Assignment, Ms. Hunter's Room
Assessments,

and Events




RAMS Athleties:

ATHLETICS
UPCOMING GIRLS BASKETBALL

Girls “A/B” Basketball MMSL Tournament
March 14, 2020
The tournament is set to begin at 10:00 AM

Details will be announced soon.

ATHLETICS

Basketball Pictures are in!

Pictures will be delivered at the banquet on the 24th. If you
would like your pictures before that date, you may pick them
up from Mr. McCausey. He has them in his classroom. If you

would like them sent home with your child, please send Mr.

McCausey an email or SeeSaw message. The athletic
department is not responsible for damages to pictures once
sent home with a child.

ATHLETICS
Track & Field

Informational Meeting - March 23rd - 5:15 PM
Mr. McCausey’s Classroom

Interested boys and girls in grades 7 & 8 are encouraged to attend, along with
their families. Important new program information will be given, details of the
rollout, policies discussed, coaches introduced, and a Q&A session to wrap
everything up. If you have any questions, please contact Mr. McCausey




ATHLETICS BANQUET
Cheer Team & Girls Basketball

s
( ‘ March 24 9 5
(N 5:30 - 7:00 PM </

School Cafeteria

Cheer Team and A/B Girls Basketball players and their
families are invited to attend. Celebrate with awards.
Dinner is provided.

ATHLETICS

Little Rams Basketball Camp: Year 2

Be on the lookout...soon...for upcoming information!

ATHLETICS

Our home event athletic schedule has come to

a conclusion. Therefore, all unfulfilled scholarship
obligations will become due in full. Notices will be sent out
soon. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.
If you have any questions, please contact Mr. McCausey.




Spotlight on Specials!
March is Reading Month!
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Renaissance Reading Month: March 2020

Pop Open a Good Book!

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

2 Show Your School
Spirit
Wear your favorite
school gear

Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss!

Find your
favorite place
at home to read!

@

Wordy Wednesday!
Read a shirt day

wn

Read to a
stuffed animal
or pet at home!

(o]

Flashlight
Friday
Curl up with a
flashlight and
enjoy a great
book!

9

0

2

1

; Hats Off to

Be a Reading Read a joke to
Decorate your Read to a family "Jean-ius" your class day! Reading!
locker with your member at home! ~
favorite book! Read in your ﬁ Wear your
Jeans! favorite hat.
16 B 19 20 i
. anpy St. . Be a Readmg
Read your favorite Patrick's Day! Sock it to Have a teacher Rainbow!
book at schooll me! read you one of //
Bring one from home 1 i
gif ou want Wear as much Wear your fheir faverite Wear as many
U ' green as you can. Y K books! colors as you can.
crazy socks. (All-Star Dads)
= N 24 = 26 Read a book 21
. Make a fort ot  |Cuddle Up With a to a friend!
Listen to home and Good Book! No School
SliLED 1 readl?o read in il Wear pajamas to Kindergarten Musical and Spring Break
you at home! school. Learning Celebration Begins!
beginning at 8:30 a.m. 9 :

Flashlight Friday is this Friday!
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Gratiot
Isabella
RESD

Gratiot-Isabella Regional Education Service District
Millage Election

March 10, 2020

Gratiot-lsabella Regional Education Service District (GIRESD) is seeking the approval
of a Headlee Restoration Millage at the March 10, 2020 election. The restoration
millage will only affect the Special Education tax levy.

GIRESD was authorized by taxpayers to levy 4.2000 mills but that amount has been
rolled back over the years to the current rate of 4.0345 mills due to Headlee,

Headlee is a Michigan law that limits the growth in a tax levy to the rate of inflation. If
the levy grows by more than the rate of inflation in a given year, the millage rate is
permanently rolled back to limit the growth to the rate of inflation. In those years when
the levy grows by less than the rate of inflation, the rate is not adjusted back up to the
authorized millage (hence, permanently reduced). Therefore, the GIRESD Board of
Education has approved an election to restore the . 1855 mills (4.200 — 4.0345) that was
reduced due to Headlee roll backs.

To understand the cost to the individual homeowner, please refer to the following chart:

Home/Property Value Taxable Value Annual Increase in Tax
$ 50,000 $25,000 $4.14
$ 75,000 $37,500 $6.21
$100,000 $50,000 $8.28
$125,000 $62,500 $10.34
$150,000 $75,000 $12.41

If you have further questions, please contact Dr. Jan Amsterburg, Superintendent,
iamsterburg@giresd.net or Kevin Kolb, Finance Director, kkolb@giresd.net.



JL

Central Michigan ‘
District Health Department AR /

Promoting Healthy Families, Healthy Communities ~—

Jennifer Morse, MD, MPH, FAAFP Steve Hall, RS, MS
Medical Director Health Officer
March 3, 2020

Dear Parents and Guardians,

As you are likely aware, a new strain of coronavirus called SARS-CoV-2 has been causing more and more
cases of an illness referred to as COVID-19 in many places of the world. For most, it is like a common
cold; however, some have been much sicker and a small percentage have died. So far, no cases have
occurred in Michigan, but we are preparing and watching the situation very closely. Your school district
is working closely with us at the local health department, as well as the state health department, their
local Regional Education Service District/Intermediate School District, and the Michigan Department of
Education to be prepared in case this situation worsens.

At this time, the risk of COVID-19 to the general public in Michigan is very low. It is still important to
practice everyday iliness prevention to help us all stay healthy.

The everyday prevention recommendations are:
» Stay at home when you are sick.
s Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
* Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth, especially with unwashed hands.
* Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
o Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and water
are not available.
# Cower coughs and sneezes with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
o Use your sleeve or inner elbow if a tissue isn't available.
+ Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a household disinfectant
spray or wipe, or a mixture of 2 Ths. bleach in a gallon of water.

Washing hands often and covering coughs and sneezes can help prevent the spread of iliness. Please
encourage your children and family members to practice these habits as they truly are important.

Further updates will be provided as the situation changes. Additional resources can be found at

https ./ fwww cmdhd org/novel-coronavirus as well as www michigan gov/corpnavirus and

ronavi

To Your Health,

-
WL

-. e
lf;mfer Morse, MD, MPH, FAAFP
Medical Director
Central Michigan District Health Department

Please visit us at our website www.cmdhd.org



